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Language: English  

Course description: Students gain general orientation in social policy as an academic 

discipline and as the activities of the state. They obtain basic knowledge of social policy: 

subject of social policy, global, European, non-governmental objects of social policy, aims, 

tasks, fields of interest of social policy. Students are able to analyse social issues in different 

countries, explain their complexity taking into account political, economic, social and cultural 

context of particular countries. Students develop their cognitive competences in scope of 

analysing social problems in comparative and international terms. 

Lecturer: Agata Butarewicz-Głowacka, PhD. 

 

Semester:  summer 

 

Number of hours: 30 

Lecture:   

Classes: 30 

Courses to be completed before enrollment to the course:  A student should have basic 

knowledge of pedagogy and sociology and should be capable of analysing the empirical 

research as well as other resources. A student should also possess language and 

communication competences in order to  express  and exchange opinions and formulate 

judgements. 

Substantive content 

Classes Number 

of hours 

1. Social policy as an academic discipline and as the activities of the state. Basic 

terminology used in social policy. Subject, tasks, fields of interest of social 

policy. 

2 

2. Chosen models of social policy in the world. 2 

3.United Nations and its chosen agencies: FAO, ILO, UNESCO, WHO, IBRD, 

IMF as the global body of social policy. 

4 

4.European Union as the European body of social policy. 2 

5. International non-governmental organisations in social policy on the basis of 

Caritas, Red Cross and Amnesty International. 

4 

6. Volunteering and mentoring as the important tools  in social policy. 4 

7. Visiting two chosen NGOs significant in Bialystok: Caritas and the 

Foundation Dialogue 

4 

8. Social issue as the basic category in social policy. 2 

9. Chosen social issues (migrations, addictions, poverty, homelessness) in 

Europe in comparative aspect. 

6 

10. Social policy in chosen European countries – comparative analysis. 2 



Aim of the course: 

1. A student knows basic terminology used in social policy, has basic knowledge of the 

location of social policy among other disciplines and understands its specificity as an academic 

discipline and as the activities of the state. 

2. A student has basic knowledge of international, European and non-governmental objects of 

social policy. 

3. A student is able to use basic terminology of social policy to diagnose, analyse and interpret 

social issues in the world in the context of political, economic, social and cultural situation of 

different countries. 

4. A student recognizes the importance of social policy in the fight against social 

marginalization. 

Teaching methods: A course is led in a form of classes stimulating students to work 

independently and in groups. Interactive projects, which require involvement, responsibility 

and creativity, prepared and presented by students, constitute an important component of the 

classes. 

Working methods: lecture, discussion, project assignments, individual consultations. 
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Internet resources 

Forms and conditions of credit: 

In order to complete a course a student needs to attend classes regularly, actively participate 

in classes, fulfil all the assignments, pass the test and prepare and present a project concerning 

asocial policy in a chosen country. 

Assessment on the grounds of a student's individual written test, group projects, attendance 

and active participation. 
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