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Course description: This course will aim to help student teachers develop a basic 

understanding of educational research. It will cover features of educational research in 

general (qualitative and quantitative methods), and action research (AR) in particular in 

order to develop student teachers’ understanding of AR and prepare them to conduct it in a 

school setting. 
 

Lecturer: Marta Kowalczuk-Walędziak, PhD. 

Semester: winter 

Number of 

hours: 30 

Lecture: 15 

Classes: 15 

Classes: 
Number of 

hours: 

1) The nature, purposes and practices of research in education  

2) The role of theory in educational research  

3) Qualitative research methods in education  

4) Quantitative research methods in education  

5) Mixed methods research  

6) Action research in education  

7) Ethical dilemmas in educational research  

8) Writing and reporting the research 
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Aim of the course:  
The main aims of this course are:  

* to present different types of research in education along with the examples of research projects;  

* to explain the main differences between qualitative and quantitative research methods in 

education;  

* to enhance students’ knowledge and skills concerning research design, especially preparing 

theoretical frameworks, formulating research aims and problems, data collection and analysis, 

discussion and implications;  

* to show ethical dilemmas in educational research;  

* develop student’s own research proposal and ethics application for a small scale study in the 

field of education; 

* to develop students' skills of critical and innovative thinking. 

 



 

Teaching methods:  
* class discussion,  

* case studies,  

* critical review of research-based articles in educational journals 
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Forms and conditions of credit:  
The students are expected to:  

* active participation in all classes;  

* preparing a short oral presentation (max. 10 minutes = 2 pages) of their own research projects. 

The presentation should include the following elements: (1) the rationale and significance of 

study; (2) the main research problem(s); (3) hypothesis (if relevant); (4) description and 

explanation of general approach to the designed study. 

 


