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agsTRACT: The concept of language teacher identity has become a focal point in teacher education re-
search, highlighting the intricate interplay between personal experiences, professional contexts, and
social interactions that shape teachers’ perceptions, beliefs, and practices. Concurrently, teacher educa-
tion programs are tasked with preparing teachers to navigate these diverse settings effectively, promot-
ing inclusive practices, cultural responsiveness, and equity in education. Building upon this background
in identity and diversity in language teacher education, this talk aims to delve into the multifaceted
landscape of English language teacher candidates’ (TCs) supervised practicum experiences. It will ex-
plore how TCs construct teacher identities, examining their reflective practices, observations, and be-
liefs. Additionally, the talk will provide insights into the unique perspectives of non-education degree
teacher candidates who aspire to become language teachers through alternative pathways to teacher
education. Through an exploration of TCs’ experiences and reflective processes, this talk seeks to discuss
the complexities and transformative nature of supervised practicum experiences in shaping language
teacher identities. By addressing the challenges, opportunities, and perspectives of TCs, including those
from non-traditional pathways, the talk aims to contribute to ongoing discussions and advancements in
language teacher education and professional development.



